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Western Universalism Discourse and Asiacentric Proposition
in Communication Studies

Dongxiao Li
(Communication Studies Institute, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, 310028, China)

Abstract: Communication originated in the United States increasingly became into an “universalism” discourse
spread through the world rapidly. However, as a theory leave its matrix and be introduced into other countries or
areas, the conflicts will appear between the theory and the culture, values and customs of the local society. So the
“localization” is necessary for a theory. The asiacentric of communication being put forward just during the process
of its “localization”, whose purpose is not to build up a new discourse hegemony but to talk to the West, to form a
situation of harmonious development between the Asia and the West. With the guide of this purpose, the approach of
Asian communication should discard the contention between “centralization” and “pluralism” to construct a new
research paradigm ground in the Asian culture and social reality. [China Media Report Overseas. 2009; 5(3): 21-26]
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